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Language Diversity in Latvia

Daiki HORIGUCHI

This article is based on the talk given at the symposium of the Japan Society for the Study
of Slavic Languages and Literatures, and focuses on the language diversity in Latvia that
factually represents Latvian as a state language and Russian as the mother language for
more than 30% of the population. A part of the report is supplied by the data acquired during
the project on Russian-speaking people in Latvia. Firstly, Latvia is briefly outlined from a
sociolinguistic and ethnodemographic point of view. Secondly, the linguistic diversity in the
country is described with a focus on Latvian and Russian, as well as other ethnic minority
languages, Livonian and Latgalian. Thirdly, the duality of Latvian and Russian is sketched in
regard to ethnic identity, language proficiency, and attitude to the designation of krievvalodigie

(Latvian) / russkojazycnye (Russian) ‘Russian-speaking people’ among themselves.
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